Posterior leaflet preservation in mitral valve prolapse: a new approach to mitral repair.
The most common repair technique for P2 prolapse is quadrangular resection of the posterior leaflet associated with a plication of the mitral annulus or with a sliding plasty. Although effective, these techniques do not respect the anatomy of the mitral valve, especially the physiological role of the posterior leaflet. Herein is described another technique which does not include P2 removal, thus preserving the posterior leaflet mobility. This technique represents a new approach to mitral valve repair that respects the motion of the two leaflets, allowing a more physiological opening of the mitral valve.